
The New Abbey NEWS FLASH! 
 
Since January… 
 
We have received a ‘technical response’ from Cumbria County Council to our October proposal. This raises 
lots of questions about the suggestions we are making and what we want to do. We have much of the 
information we need and are working with others to get even better informed where there are gaps.  
 
We have made an application to the South Lakeland District Council Community Homes Fund for almost 
£250,000! This will be a massive boost to our capacity to get to Planning Permission, and to satisfy Cumbria 
County Council that our revised business case is good. 
 
We have opened a conversation with South Lakes Housing, who can help us access funding for building and 
refurbishment from Homes England. They are being hugely supportive and are very keen to help us achieve 
our vision of providing accommodation and access to care for people in our community. 
 
We have been taking advice from local care providers to clarify how our care hub might work, and what the 
business case for this should look like. This is exciting stuff and is really helping us get to grips with what 
services and staff will be needed to meet our needs. 
 
We have registered with the Financial Conduct Authority to become a Charitable Community Benefit 
Society, called Staveley Community Trust. This means we are legal corporate entity which can own assets 
and hold money. (With many thanks to some free legal advice – what a bonus!) 
 
 
What next? 
 
We are gathering evidence of the local demand for the Abbey. Some of this is statistics and some of it is 
about people saying that they support and want what we are proposing. (April/May) 
 
We are creating a robust fundraising plan which will show that our vision is attractive to funders and that we 
are confident of achieving our revised budget. (April/May) 
 
We will continue our conversation with Cumbria County Council about The Community Asset Transfer 
option. This means they can transfer ownership of the site to the community for free or at a considerably 
reduced rate.  The Local Government Reform Process is likely to affect this conversation, but we will stick at 
it. (May/June) 
 
We are bringing in additional expertise and will share all our new options and thinking with you as we revisit 
what is possible on the site and what will best fit with the heart of Staveley and the services our community 
needs. (July-December) 
 
We will take our revised ideas and plans to the Lake District National Park and to Homes England to make 
sure that they are agreeable and will support us as we take the project forward. (October/November) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



How can you help? 
 
Leave your name and email address if you want to receive periodic updates from Staveley Community Trust 
about the New Abbey. 
 
We are always keen to hear from people who would like to offer their skills and commitment to our 
emerging Board of Trustees. We’ll be advertising for Board members, but if you want to express interest in a 
rewarding community role, please let us know. 
 
Fill in a confidential and non-binding slip if you can see yourself using the New Abbey accommodation and 
services in the future. This will really help us to show that there is a local need for secure housing and care 
for people as they get older, in the community where they live. 
 
Staveley Community Trust will be a membership organisation and we expect to offer community shares in 
due course, raising money from the community and to encouraging everyone to feel that the Abbey belongs 
in part to them. Let us know if you would like to make a donation at some time, in any way that you can. 
This will help us show real practical ‘buy-in’ from the community.  


