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From the Chair 

Another productive year at Staveley with Ings Parish Council. Now properly out of lockdown we have been able to 
resume face to face meetings and get mostly back to normal. Our purchase of the Front Williams allotments on 
Silver Street has been a great success with full uptake and now provides an income which we can reinvest in the 
community. Actions on our now fully adopted Community plan are in full development and I am happy to report that 
we are more engaged with and include more people in Parish wide planning and decisions than I have ever known it. 
Once again, I'd like to say a huge thank you to all our Parish Councillors, members of the public and volunteers for all 
the work and effort they have put into making the Villages of Staveley and Ings such wonderful places to live in. 

Mark Kidd Chairman 

 

Highways Consultation 

You may have seen recently some rubber traffic monitoring bands across some of the roads in Staveley. This is part 
of the data collection for the upcoming County Council highways consultation this summer. Points on the 
consultation will be double yellow lines, residents parking and a 20 mph speed limit through the village. Look out for 
the consultation (we will publicise it when we know the dates) and please have a think about what may help with 
traffic, parking and road safety in Staveley. Your ideas and comments are important and will help shape the 
outcome. 

Crook Road – Safety Improvement Measures for all road users  

A sub-group of Parish Councillors are leading a project to explore and then consult affected residents on safety 

improvement measures for all road users, from Crookfield down to the railway bridge. There are active and ongoing 

discussions with possible partners and funding sources. Initial plans have been drawn up (February 2021) 

We await the outcome of two matters which would form part of this project and which would influence the plans 
and outcomes. These are the recently commenced village wide Traffic Survey and the subsequent in depth 
Consultation with residents. 
The Crookfield phase 3 which is currently undergoing Planning Application procedures. 
All agencies timetables are dictated by the Cumbria County Council Traffic Survey process and subsequent 
community consultation and LDNP Planning for Crookfield. 
 Once these are incorporated into the initial plans and project budgeting, this project will then proceed to the 
consultation with residents. 
 

                             

Lakes Line Community Rail Partnership 

The Council remains an active member of this group which brings together community representatives, county-wide 

organisations and rail operatives on a quarterly basis under the umbrella of Community Rail Cumbria.  This continues 

to be a difficult period for rail operator Northern.  Usage is variable and not yet back to pre-pandemic levels.  

Reliability continues to be an issue, in part caused by staff shortages, and some working practices remain a subject of 

dispute.  The inconsistent collection of fares at peak times continues to be a serious, unresolved issue which further 

distorts footfall figures. 

Looking ahead, the County Council has provided funds to develop the business case for a passing loop, located at 

Burneside, which will enable a more frequent service, planning continues on a new transport hub at Windermere 

and Staveley’s platform is to be extended to accommodate longer trains.  Unfortunately, and unsatisfactorily, many 

are still unable to access the station and there remains no sign that this will change.   

 



Staveley with Ings Community Plan 

The Community Plan was formally adopted by the Parish Council in July 2021.  Since then, it has been led by a group 

that includes the 35 residents who helped write and refine the plan with all parish councillors being invited to attend 

meetings.  The group meets each month. This is an opportunity to review progress, understand difficulties and 

delays, and energise action across the 16 Action Priorities. The Parish Council receives an update at the following 

Parish Council meeting.   

In addition to those in the community plan group, many others have been involved in taking forward the Community 

Plan. For example, those who deliver the newsletter and help with communications, the group of volunteers who are 

monitoring the Wastewater Treatment Works on an almost daily basis, those who have helped shape the plans for 

the New Abbey, school children, the Food Share and Community Larder volunteers, SPPAG, and many others who 

have told us what they would like and how they think we are doing. 

Communication is a key part of the Community Plan and has been a focus for development (Action Priority 1). On 

23rd March 2022, after considerable delay due to Covid, a drop-in to launch the plan was held. This was an 

opportunity for all residents to reflect upon the process by which the plan was developed, to find out more about 

progress with some action priorities and to express their views about future developments.   97 comments and 

suggestions were collected about aspects of the plan.   

A newsletter was produced and distributed to all houses in the parish with an opportunity to read a fuller version on-

line.   

The Staveley Village Association (SVA) have launched a new website with a useful What’s-on guide. There is a 

newsletter and website for the Ings community. The Community Plan group intend to work with community groups 

to create a platform that will link web-based communications in the parish and will provide designated web pages to 

areas of the plan that do not have a presence on the web The aim is to develop a comprehensive strategy, including 

the use of social media and the use of notice boards. 

Considerable work has been carried out (see separate section) to address the issue of flooding and sewage (Action 

Priority 2). Alongside this the Clean River Kent Campaign, a coalition of communities between Staveley and Kendal, is 

sampling at six sites to assess the levels of faecal bacteria in the river water. The aim is to work with “citizen 

scientists” (trained local volunteers) to prepare an application to DEFRA for safe bathing water, initially at Staveley 

Recreation Ground. 

The Abbey development group submitted a proposal to Cumbria County Council in November 2021, supported by 

the Parish Council on. The proposal suggests the development of 14 extra care houses and a Hub that provides 

support services across the parish. The group are in the process of negotiating with Cumbria County Council to 

secure the site through Community Asset Transfer. To support this, the proposal is being further developed with 

support from SLDC, South Lakes Housing and Westmorland Homecare. An application to the South Lakeland District 

Community Homes Fund has been made and approved ‘in principle’ subject to legal formalities (Action Priority 3). 

The Parish Travel and Transport statement was adopted by the Parish Council on 7 February 2022. It will be used to 

as part of the planned Highways consultation that will build on the ‘traffic proposals consulted on in 2019’. It will 

include speed restrictions within the villages and securing a pedestrian crossing to access the playground. (Action 

Priority 4). 

There has been preliminary discussion of a Biodiversity Plan (Action Priority 6). CDEC (Cumbria Development 

Education Centre) have selected Staveley as one of the first communities to participate in their Green PLACE project. 

This will involve work with the Primary School as well as links to SPPAG and the South Cumbria Rivers Trust. 

Four EV points have been established at the Mill Yard, thanks to David Brockbank and Charge my Streets (Action 

Priority 7). 



The Food FareShare scheme has been running for over a year now. At the moment the scheme provides a share to 

48 residents each week as well as providing food to the Community Larder. The larder was established with support 

of Gowan Stop and Go and a grant from Cumbria County Council.  It is open 24 hours a day to provide basic food 

items and sanitary products to those in need in the community.   It is stocked with donations from residents, non-

perishable items from Food FareShare, and food purchased with the grant from Cumbria County Council.  694 basic 

items have been purchased and distributed with a similar quantity of products from donations and Food FareShare.  

It is estimated that enough food for about 800 individual meals have been provided from the purchased food and a 

similar number from donated and FareShare items (Action Priority 9). 

Considerable progress has been made to develop Staveley Playground (Action Priority 14).  The SVA are on track to 

raise the £120,000 required to refit and refurbish the playground. Work started in May 2022.  The playground is due 

to reopen before June 2022 with an official launch event on 17 July 2022. This represents an extremely successful 

fund-raising programme, which has included generous donations from many local businesses to make a real 

difference for children in the parish. 

South Lakeland District Council have agreed to remove some of the recycling bins at Alec Row. The majority of 

comments at the drop-in favoured the development of a community space, a smaller number preferred the recycling 

bins to be retained or returned to its initial use as a car park (Action Priority 15). 

Progress on the Action Plan of the Community Plan will be reviewed comprehensively prior to April 2023. Success 

will be evaluated against the Action Plan with reference to the following questions: 

• Are we doing everything we can to respond to the climate emergency?  

• Are we encouraging people to get together socially and build strong relationships across the community? 

• Are we enabling as many people as possible to get involved and take an active part in decision making? 

• Are we working effectively with our partners? 

• Are we making sure that our achievements will be sustainable? 
An Action Plan2023/25 will be developed ready for adoption by the Parish Council in April 2023.  

Jack's Corner 

This project is almost complete. Memorial benches have been installed and are well used. The area has become a 

focal point in the village. A mini lending library has been installed. 

The planters are maintained by volunteers. 

The corner is looking well and includes a bin now that is paid for by the Parish Council. There are still a couple of bike 
racks to be fitted and you may have seen a new litter picking station to help people with tidying up the area and 
Village in general. 

Fellfoot Allotments 

29 plots are let from April 2022.  There is only one plot still available due to a tenant leaving just recently. 
 
The Elf Howe car park gate has been closed again, to prevent stray sheep from entering the plots.  The gate has been 
open during Covid to reduce the spread of the virus by handling the gate. 
 
Storm Arwen in November 2021 felled a few trees on the allotments which allotment holders kindly removed and 
one garden shed was blown off a plot but is now reinstated. 
 
All springs on the allotments now have a bath or large barrels by them to fill with water whenever possible from the 
springs, to help keep a water source available when we have the longer dryer spells in our seasons now. 
 
Some of the trees adjacent to the Elf Howe car park have been felled, at no cost to the parish council, to allow more 
light into the plots. 
 
Rent Income for the year was £1,396 with expenditure of £581 being spent on repairing a wall.  
 



Frona Williams Allotments (Silver Street) 

All 13 plots are let and are being kept in a tidy and productive manner since the parish council bought the land 
sixteen months ago. 
 
There is currently no waiting list for these allotments. 
Rent Income for the year was £580 

 

Craggy Wood 

The diseased larch trees were removed from the top area of Craggy Wood in September/October 2021.  Soon after 
this, Storm Arwen with winds from the north east, blew down several large beech trees which were left unprotected 
from that wind direction.  These trees have been cleared from the footpath through the woods. 
 
The 300 trees in the tree nursery that Cumbria Wildlife Trust had on one of our Fell Foot allotments have all been 
taken away and replanted in the field adjacent to Craggy Wood to be part of the Staveley Woodlands extension to 
Craggy Wood. This extends a corridor of woodland for animals, along the River Kent valley.  Members of the public 
are able to walk into this newly planted area and in time a footpath will link this area to Dorothy Farrer’s Spring 
Wood via a bridge over the small stream. 
 

Streetlight maintenance  

We are responsible for 28 streetlights in the Parish. All of them are in Staveley. The other streetlights you see are 

looked after by either the District or County Council. Streetlights have been relatively problem free this year 

 

Sewage 

A Task Group, appointed by the Council, has undertaken much of this work.  Through it, the Council has worked hard 

to seek a resolution to the unacceptable occurrence of sewage discharge in very wet weather.  In particular it has: 

• Worked closely with all the agencies responsible and in partnership with SENS to improve river quality 

• Publicised the frequent sewage discharges through local and national media. 

• Regularly monitored, reported and recorded all village spillages and brought these to UU’s attention 

• Regularly monitored what is happening at the WWTW using a team of volunteers 

• Continued to hold UU to account for its limited action to resolve the problem.  Agreement has now been 
reached to install digital monitors in the system to track waste levels 

• Used our moratorium when considering planning applications that threaten to worsen the problem 

• Agreed to seek the re-designation of the field opposite Danes Road, currently allocated for employment in 
the LDNP Local Plan 

 

Community Award 
 
3 Individual awards and one Group award have been presented this year commencing in September 2021. 
Tony Priestley for his many years of service to Staveley with Ings Parish Council and Ings Parish Hall 
Cathy Blundell for all the work she has carried out with the Rainbows, Brownies and Guides 

Stanley Simpson was presented for his 36 years as Parish Clerk and other Community contributions 

St. Margaret’s Tower Group presented for 24 years of work maintaining the graveyard, cleaning the Tower of 

vegetation and bird damage and for keeping this important part of the village neat and tidy. 

Honorary certificates were awarded and details were recorded in a special bound book which will be on public 
display from time to time. Anyone may nominate a person for an award. Contact the Chair or Clerk. 
 
Young Persons Opportunity Scheme 
Don't forget we have a small grants scheme in the Parish that helps out young people from lower income households 
with funding for extracurricular activities. Things such as subs for clubs, pieces of sports kit or a musical instrument. 
See our website for details. Also please spread the word to those families who may benefit. 
 

 



Grants/Donations  

Ings Village Hall contributed £922 towards the cost of the structural survey for the wall repair work at the village hall. 

SLDC Councillor Pat Bell, contributed £500 towards the costs of the structural surveys of the wall repairs 

2 grants were awarded this year. £1,000 grant was given to Staveley Recreation ground towards renovation of the 

playground and £500 was awarded to SENS for the Clean up the River Kent Campaign. 

 

Planning 

The Council has been consulted on 34 Property Planning applications, (28 property & 6 Tree) a decrease from the 

previous year of 54. (40 property, 14 trees) The Council responded to all of these applications and submitted 

comments where appropriate.  

 

Finance  

A summary of the annual accounts can be found at the end of this report. For the forthcoming year (2022/23), the 

Council agreed that the current level of precept should be increased by £595.) The precept was set at £15,475 plus 

Grant from SLDC of £654 totalling £16,129.     (2021/22 £15,610) 

  

General reserves as at 31/03/2022 total £19,201 an increase of £10,602 in the year. The increase was achieved by 

the transfer from earmarked reserves (Barley Bridge viewpoint- project complete £ 2,220 and replacement 

streetlighting fund £3,000) and underspends on streetlights and maintenance and increased income from 

allotments. 

Earmarked reserves as at 31/03/2022 total £11,283, decreasing from £21,637. The reserves were spent on projects     

(Barley Bridge viewpoint and Jacks Corner) with transfers (as stated above) to General Reserve 

Both projects are now finished. The financial totals are as follows: 

Jacks Corner- Income received £8,820, Expenditure £ 14,718. Total cost to the Parish £ 5,898. 

Barley Bridge viewpoint Income received £ 6,655, Expenditure £ 6,933. Total cost £ 278. 

 

The summary includes details of the earmarked funds the Council holds in reserves for future projects. 

 

The Parish Council of Staveley with Ings exists to represent residents of the three wards of Hugill, Nether Staveley 

and Over Staveley. Residents are welcome to attend meetings of the council and provision is made early in the 

meeting to raise matters of interest or concern and to ask questions about the council’s work. You can also bring 

issues to the attention of the council either through the clerk or by contacting any of the councillors. Contact details  

The Clerk:  June Lee, 31 Wattsfield Road, Kendal, Cumbria LA9 5JN 

       Tel: 01539 729382 Email: staveleyings.parish@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Councillors: 

Hugill 
Ward 

Mr A Capstick, Whitber, Raven Garth, Staveley. 01539 821719 

Mr PL Harrison, 5 Rawes Garth, Staveley.  01539 821706 
Mr P. M. Riley, Burnthwaite, Ings, Kendal  079799-64880 
Mrs. L. Long, Broadgate Farm, Ings, Windermere. 01539 447507 

 

Nether 
Staveley 
Ward 

Mr TC Johnson, 1 Bridge End, Staveley.  01539 821329 

Miss A Salisbury, Newlands, Crook Road, Staveley.  01539 821305 (077132 
40572) 
Mrs Miriam Powell, 20 Danes Rd, Staveley LA8 9PW 01539 821475 
 
 

Over 
Staveley 
Ward 

Mr M Kidd, Sunny Orchard Farm, Kentmere Rd, Staveley. (Chairman) 01539 
821016 0780 761 2253 

Ms Yvonne Cannon, Rose Cottage,2 Bank Terrace, Crook Road, Staveley  
07538-734684 
Mrs Deborah Michel, Craggside, Kentmere Rd. Staveley 01539 821414 
(077175 80600) 

 

 

The next election for all seats on the council will be held on 6th May 2025 

 

 


